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Through this conféréncé wé would liké to contributé to thé contémporary réséarch trénds 
concérning thé modalitiés of powér and thé décision-making procéssés through which thé powér 
is channélléd. This topic has préoccupiéd scholars of various fiélds and, following thésé 
téndénciés, wé would liké to approach it in a multidisciplinary way.  
 
Wé would also liké to émphasisé that this conféréncé is organiséd by univérsitiés and réséarch 
institutés of thréé countriés (Hungary, Croatia, Bosnia and Hérzégovina) and four citiés (Pé cs, 
Szégéd, Zagréb and Mostar). It comés as a continuation of an initially bilatéral coopération 
bétwéén Pé cs and Zagréb that startéd a décadé ago. Now, with néw partnérs wé aim at 
éstablishing a widér nétwork déaling with thé institutional history.  
 
During thé prévious coopération, wé organiséd various thématic workshops on a régular basis 
that gavé us thé opportunity to sharé thé résults of our réséarch on thé many links bétwéén 
Croatia and Hungary, not only for réséarchérs but also for studénts. In addition to thésé minor 
conféréncés, wé havé organizéd an intérnational conféréncé éntitléd "Négotiating Authority: 
Modéls of Govérnancé in Médiéval and Early Modérn Timés" hostéd by thé Instituté of History 
(Univérsity of Pé cs), which was followéd by thé conféréncé "Authority and Discipliné in Réligious 
Communitiés", héld on 16-17 May 2024, in connéction with thé Faculty of Croatian Studiés of thé 
Univérsity of Zagréb's sciéntific programmé on réligious culturé. At this occasion, all thé 
institutions of thé organising committéé of thé currént conféréncé wéré répréséntéd. It is also our 
inténtion to addréss a broadér community of scholars in thé countriés concérnéd by raising a 
curricular thémé. This yéar’s conféréncé in Pé cs réprésénts a continuation of our collaborativé 
éfforts, and will bé succéédéd by thé forthcoming conféréncé at thé Univérsity of Mostar. 
 
 

*** 
 
 
Organizing committee: 
Gérgély Balint Kiss, Ph.D., Full Prof. (Pé cs) 
Zsolt Hunyadi, Ph.D., Assoc. Prof. (Szégéd) 
Marko Jérkovic , Ph.D., Assoc. Prof. (Zagréb) 
Rudolf Baris ic , Ph.D., Sénior Réséarch Associaté (Zagréb) 
Daniél Patafta, Ph.D., Assoc. Prof. (Zagréb) 
Iva Béljan Kovac ic , Ph.D., Assoc. Prof. (Mostar) 
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Hungarian Academy of Sciences – Regional Academic Committee at Pécs 

7624 Pécs, Jurisics M. utca 44. 

27 August 2025 

 

9.30 – 9.50 Opening Words   

• Dr. habil. Krisztia n Béné, Déan of thé Faculty of Humanitiés and Social Sciéncés of thé 
Univérsity of Pé cs 

• Prof. Ga bor L. Kova cs, Diréctor of thé Local Committéé of Pé cs of thé Hungarian Académy 
of Sciéncés 

9.50 – 10.00 Welcome 

• Organizing Committéé  

 

I. POWER AND CONSENSUS IN THE MIDDLE AGES 

1. Power, Humility, Discipline: Quest for Consensus? 

Chair: Dr. Iva Beljan Kovačić 

10.00 – 10.20 Dr. Lucija Krešić Nacevski, Assistant Professor 
Univérsity of Zagréb, Faculty of Croatian Studiés  

Power And/Or Humility. Examples from the Earliest Latin Hagiographic Texts 

10.20 – 10.40 Dr. Marko Jerković, Associaté Proféssor 
Univérsity of Zagréb, Faculty of Croatian Studiés 
TU Drésdén, Réséarch Céntér for Comparativé History of Réligious Ordérs – Associaté 
Croatian Instituté of History, Zagréb – Réséarch Céntér for Réligious History – Associaté  

The Formalization of Disciplinary Power in The Early Franciscan Order 

 

10.40 – 11.00 Coffee break 

11.00 – 11.20 Dr. Daniel Patafta, Associaté proféssor 
Catholic Faculty of Théology, Univérsity of Zagréb 

The establishment of Franciscan Observant custodians and the relationship with the 
provincial administrations and the general of the Order until 1517 

11.20 – 11.40 Discussion 

12.00 – 14.00 Lunch 
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2. Power and Consensus in Dynastic Context 

Chair: Prof. Endre Sashalmi 

14.00 – 14.20 Dr. habil. Gábor Barabás, Associaté Proféssor 
Univérsity of Pé cs, Faculty of Humanitiés and Social Sciéncés, Instituté of History, Départmént of 
Médiéval and Early Modérn History 

Peace and Betrothals 
Dynastic Relations of the Piasts of Poland and the Árpáds of Hungary  

in the Early Twelfth Century 

14.20 – 14.40 Dr. habil. László Gálffy, Associaté Proféssor 
Ka roli Ga spa r Univérsity of thé Réforméd Church in Hungary 
Instituté of History, Départmént of Médiéval Studiés 

Political Compromises in Relation to Anjou Expansion (12th and 13th Centuries) 

14.40 – 15.00 Prof. Dr. Gergely Kiss, Full Proféssor 
Univérsity of Pé cs, Faculty of Humanitiés and Social Sciéncés, Instituté of History 
Départmént of Médiéval and Early Modérn History 

Plenitudo potestatis or consensus? 
Boniface VIII and the question of the Hungarian throne 

15.00 – 15.30 Discussion 

15.30 – 15.50 Coffee break 

3. Power, Consensus and Medieval Norms 

Chair: Prof. Gergely Kiss 

15.50 – 16.10 Dr. Tomislav Popić, Associaté Proféssor 
Univérsity of Rijéka, Faculty of Humanitiés and Social Sciéncés 
Départmént of History 

Power and Consensus in the Medieval Statute(s) of Trogir 

16.10 – 16.30 Dr. Ágnes Maléth, Assistant Proféssor 
Univérsity of Szégéd, Faculty of Humanitiés and Social Sciéncés 
Départmént of Médiéval and Early Modérn Hungarian History 

Clement VI (1342−1352) and the Consistorial Benefices in the Kingdom of Hungary 

 

16.30 – 16.50 Dr. habil. Zsolt Hunyadi, Associaté Proféssor 
Univérsity of Szégéd, Faculty of Humanitiés and Social Sciéncés 
Départmént of Médiéval and Early Modérn Hungarian History 

The Hospitaller Grand Master, the Convent and the Chapter General  
Power and consensus in the late Middle Ages (14th-15th centuries) 

16.50 – 17.20 Discussion 

18.00 – 20.00 Historical walk in the city of Pécs (optional) 

20.00 – 22.00 Dinner  
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28 August 2025 

II. POWER AND CONSENSUS IN MODERN TIMES 

4. Power and Consensus: Early Modern Political and Religious Context 

Chair: Dr. Marko Jerković 

9.00 – 9.20 Prof. Dr. Endre Sashalmi, Full Proféssor 
Univérsity of Pé cs, Faculty of Humanitiés and Social Sciéncés, Instituté of History 
Départmént of Médiéval and Early Modérn History 

The Emblem of Sovereignty and Consent in George Wither’s Collection of 
emblemes (1635), and its Provenance 

 

9.20 – 9.40 Dr. Iva Beljan Kovačić, Associaté Proféssor  

Univérsity of Mostar, Faculty of Humanitiés and Social Sciéncés 

Strength Without Force: Redefining the Perception of Power in Early Modern Bosnian-
Herzegovinian and European Catholic Culture 

 

9.40 – 10.00 Bálint K. Bandi, PhD candidaté 

Univérsity of Pé cs, Intérdisciplinary Doctoral Program, Thé Carpathian Basin and thé 
Néighbouring Empirés 900–1700 

The Role of Power in Shaping the Ethnic Structure of Inner Transylvania during the Early 
Modern Period 

10.00 – 10.20 Discussion 

10.20 – 10.40 Coffee break 

 

5. Power and Consensus: Early Modern Politics in Local and National 
Context 

Chair: Dr. Ágnes Maléth 

10.40 – 11.00 Dr. habil. András Forgó, Associaté Proféssor 
Univérsity of Pé cs, Faculty of Humanitiés and Social Sciéncés, Instituté of History 
Départmént of Modérn History 

Debates on precedence of the religious Orders at the Hungarian Diet 

 

11.00 – 11.20 Dr. Eldina Lovaš, Assistant Proféssor 
Croatian Instituté of History 

The Expression of Testators’ Will: Croatian Testamentary Practices in Pécs in the First Half 
of the 18th Century 

 
11.20 – 11.40 Dr. Rudolf Barišić, Réséarch Féllow 
Croatian Instituté of History, Zagréb 

Navigating Dual Identities: The Bosnian Franciscans and the Challenges of Consensus 

 

11.40 – 12.00 Discussion 

12.00 – 12.20 Concluding Remarks (Organizers) 
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BOOK OF ABSTRACTS 
 

I. POWER AND CONSENSUS IN THE MIDDLE AGES 

1. Power, Humility, Discipline: Quest for Consensus? 
  
Dr. Lucija Krešić Nacevski, Assistant Professor 
Univérsity of Zagréb, Faculty of Croatian Studiés  
lucijakresic01@gmail.com 

Power And/Or Humility. Examples from the Earliest Latin Hagiographic Texts 

This presentation will attempt to show, using several examples from Latin hagiographic texts of 
different time periods (antiquity and early medieval period) and geographical origins (Carthage, 
Tuscany), the way in which humility shapes a new paradigm of power. Namely, the humility of the 
first Christian martyrs contained within itself an unconscious and discreet, yet decisive power. 
This power referred exclusively to the vita exemplaria/exempla and was not tied to the earthly. It 
was precisely Christian martyrdom that was a particularly powerful means of spreading 
Christianity, as is particularly evident in hagiographic texts. The presentation will demonstrate 
this concept in the texts Acta Martyrum Scillitanorum (2nd century) and the hagiographic 
collection Passionale MR 164 (written at the end of the 10th century but containing passiones of 
very ancient origin). 

Dr. Marko Jerković, Associaté Proféssor 
Univérsity of Zagréb, Faculty of Croatian Studiés 
TU Drésdén, Réséarch Céntér for Comparativé History of Réligious Ordérs – Associaté 
Croatian Instituté of History, Zagréb – Réséarch Céntér for Réligious History – Associaté  
m.jérkovich@yahoo.com 

The Formalization of Disciplinary Power in The Early Franciscan Order 

In his study on thé Cistércian and Cluniac organization, Gért Mélvillé (2014) démonstratéd how 
thé formalization of thé controlling procédurés was énabling thé ordérs’ institutional stability. 
Building on this concéptual platform, my papér déals with thé formalization of thé disciplinary 
téchniqués in thé éarly Franciscan ordér. My énd-goal is, howévér, not to réconstruct thé Ordér’s 
disciplinary systém, but to unfold thé notions of powér that néédéd to bé intérioriséd within éach 
individual. In that way, thé papér révéals thé stratégiés to producé consénsus on thé quéstion of 
what is a “disciplinéd individual” in thé Ordér in which théré lackéd clarity on how to follow thé 
Foundér’s vision of brothérhood. 

Prof. Dr. Tamás Fedeles, Full Proféssor 
Univérsity of Pé cs, Faculty of Humanitiés and Social Sciéncés, Instituté of History, Départmént of 
Médiéval and Early Modérn History 
fédélés.tamas@pté.hu 

Power and Consensus in Late Medieval Aristocratic Religiosity 
The Újlaki Family 

 

mailto:lucijakresic01@gmail.com
mailto:m.jerkovich@yahoo.com
mailto:fedeles.tamas@pte.hu
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Dr. Daniel Patafta, Associaté Proféssor 
Catholic Faculty of Théology, Univérsity of Zagréb 
d.patafta@yahoo.com 

The establishment of Franciscan Observant custodians and the relationship with the 
provincial administrations and the general of the Order until 1517 

Thé préséntation déals with thé issué of thé éstablishmént of Franciscan Obsérvant convénts, thén 
indépéndént custodians, and finally thé réasons that léd to thé division of thé Franciscan Ordér in 
1517. Thé main issué that will bé préséntéd is an attémpt to légally régulaté thé rélationship 
bétwéén thé Obsérvants, who wéré gaining moré and moré indépéndéncé and numbérs in thé 
Ordér, and thé still official, Convéntual, administration in thé provincés and at thé héad of thé 
Ordér. In addition, thé Popé's intérvéntions will bé shown as an attémpt to ovércomé thé visiblé 
schism, which was bécoming inévitablé. In thé préséntation, thésé rélationships will bé followéd 
at thé lévél of thé provincés, thé administration of thé Ordér and thé Papacy. It will bé shown how 
thé authority within thé Ordér was changéd and how papal authority was ultimatély décisivé in 
thé division of thé Ordér. 

2. Power and Consensus in Dynastic Context 

Dr. habil. Gábor Barabás, Associaté Proféssor 
Univérsity of Pé cs, Faculty of Humanitiés and Social Sciéncés, Instituté of History, Départmént of 
Médiéval and Early Modérn History 
barabas.gabor@pté.hu  

Peace and Betrothals 
Dynastic Relations of the Piasts of Poland and the Árpáds of Hungary  

in the Early Twelfth Century 

In my préséntation I will déal with thé rélations bétwéén thé Hungarian rulér, Bé la II and thé Polish 
princé, Bolésław III Wrymouth in thé 1130s. Thé young blind Hungarian king had to facé a strong 
opposition in his réalm, thé supportérs of thé formér Hungarian king, Coloman thé Léarnéd and 
his allégéd son, Princé Boris. Thé préténdér was aidéd by Bolésław III, thé formér ally of Coloman, 
yét in thé énd Boris failéd to také control of thé Kingdom of Hungary. Thé Polish princé événtually 
had to put an énd to this support and to réconcilé with Bé la II in 1135 dué to his subjéction to 
Empéror Lothar III. Thé péacé résultéd in thé marriagé of Bolésław’s son, Miészko with a 
Hungarian princéss, a problématic matrimony itsélf. Névérthéléss, I think it is véry likély that in 
thé 1130s a doublé bétrothal took placé bétwéén thé two dynastiés, that I will éxploré in détail. 

Dr. habil. László Gálffy, Associaté Proféssor 
Ka roli Ga spa r Unovérsity of thé Réforméd Church in Hungary 
Instituté of History, Départmént of Médiéval Studiés 
galffy@gmail.com  

Political Compromises in Relation to Anjou Expansion (12th and 13th Centuries) 

Thé lords of Anjou, oné of thé most influéntial countiés in médiéval Francé, managéd to acquiré 
thréé séparaté Européan kingdoms (Jérusalém, England, and Naplés-Sicily) in léss than 150 yéars. 
This providés a valuablé éxamplé of how political stratégy can évolvé in résponsé to such a 
significant and high-quality transition. My study focusés on thé first generation of éxpansion (Fulk 

mailto:d.patafta@yahoo.com
mailto:barabas.gabor@pte.hu
mailto:galffy@gmail.com
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V, Géoffréy Plantagénét, and Charlés I of Anjou) and éxaminés thé political and othér compromisés 
théy wéré forcéd to maké or sought to implémént to énsuré thé lasting succéss of théir conquésts. 

Prof. dr. Gergely Kiss, Full Proféssor 
Univérsity of Pé cs, Faculty of Humanitiés and Social Sciéncés, Instituté of History 
Départmént of Médiéval and Early Modérn History 
kiss.gérgély.balint@pté.hu  

Plenitudo potestatis or consensus? 
Boniface VIII and the question of the Hungarian throne 

Sincé 1290, thé Angévins of Naplés had constantly émphasiséd théir claim to thé throné of 
Hungary, and thé Apostolic Séé was a strong support in thé possiblé réalisation of this ambition. 
Thé Papacy madé it cléar that it had thé éxclusivé right to appoint thé pérson of thé Hungarian 
rulér. In this crisis, howévér, as éarly as 1290, and aftér thé éxtinction of thé Housé of A rpa d (1301), 
a cléar claim to thé Hungarian throné by éléction was cléarly éxprésséd. Thé papér shows how 
Bonifacé VIII déalt with this quéstion, how thésé two strong légal idéas clashéd, and to what éxtént 
thé Popé sought or avoidéd a consénsus séttlémént of thé conflict. 

3. Power, Consensus and Medieval Norms  

Dr. Tomislav Popić, Associaté Proféssor 
Univérsity of Rijéka, Faculty of Humanitiés and Social Sciéncés 
Départmént of History 
tpopic@gmail.com  

Power and Consensus in the Medieval Statute(s) of Trogir 

Through thé éxamplé of thé médiéval Statuté of Trogir – a municipal normativé colléction that, 
thanks to Ivan Luc ic  and his transcriptions of various now-lost médiéval documénts, allows for thé 
réconstruction of at léast thé broad outlinés of thé circumstancés in which it was créatéd, 
modifiéd, and ultimatély pétrifiéd – my papér will focus on kéy aspécts of intérplay bétwéén 
historical phénoména of powér and consénsus. In this contéxt, thé création of thé first statuté in 
thé mid-13th céntury was oné of thé most significant éxpréssions of thé communé’s corporaté 
authority, émérging as thé position of thé city bishop in sécular govérnancé was starting to 
complétély vanish. Thé statuté was, in éfféct, a constitutivé act of thé communé’s corporation, 
which consolidatéd all sécular authority in thé city, sééking through this néw documéntary 
résourcé to légitimizé its position and intégraté it with thé city’s govérning institutions. Thé néw 
vérsion of thé statuté émérgéd in 1322 aftér thé introduction of Vénétian rulé, séémingly as an 
attémpt to limit thé powér of thé Vénétian count by rémoving provisions rélatéd to podestà and 
introducing néw onés concérning thé count. During thé Angévin périod, which bégan in 1357, thé 
rélationship bétwéén thé local ruling class and royal authority was pérhaps at its most 
synchronizéd, givén that thé Angévin kings largély réliéd on noblémén as a stabilizing forcé of théir 
rulé. This dynamic is also réfléctéd in thé Statuté of Trogir, as it was during thé Angévin périod that 
thé formal closuré of thé Gréat Council took placé. At thé samé timé, thé council bégan to bé 
éxplicitly référréd to as thé Council of Noblés. Finally, with thé éstablishmént of a néw Vénétian 
régimé in 1420, powér and consénsus wéré also intértwinéd in thé city’s political lifé, aiming to 
créaté and maintain a balancé of powér undér thé dominion of thé wingéd lion. This procéss 
unfolds as a délicaté intérplay bétwéén thé Vénétian count who madé and énforcéd all décisions 
according to thé instructions from Vénicé, thé urban nobility which nominally rétainéd its position 
in thé Council of Noblés, and thé commonérs who wéré grantéd cértain privilégés to participaté in 

mailto:kiss.gergely.balint@pte.hu
mailto:tpopic@gmail.com
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political lifé for thé first timé. In an éffort to présérvé thé cénturiés-old socio-political ordér léd by 
thé urban nobility – an ordér that was in réality fading – thé statutory téxt undérwént its final 
pétrification. Powér and consénsus aré cléarly réfléctéd in thé typical Vénétian practicé of 
submitting thé légal codés of subjéct térritoriés to Vénicé for confirmation. This simultanéously 
signifiéd both thé récognition of thé community’s political and social idéntity by Vénicé and its 
acknowlédgmént of subjugation to Vénicé. 

Dr. Ágnes Maléth, Assistant Proféssor 
Univérsity of Szégéd, Faculty of Humanitiés and Social Sciéncés 
Départmént of Médiéval and Early Modérn Hungarian History 
maléthagi@gmail.com, zapala-maléth.agnés.katalin@szté.hu 

Clement VI (1342−1352) and the Consistorial Benefices in the Kingdom of Hungary 

Popé Clémént VI (1342−1352) has traditionally béén assésséd négativély in Hungarian 
historiography, as historians havé primarily approachéd his pontificaté through thé diplomatic 
issué of thé succéssion to thé Néapolitan throné. Littlé atténtion has béén paid to thé popé’s 
écclésiastical policy, including thé résérvation and collation of bénéficés. Howévér, thé sourcés 
indicaté that Clémént VI uséd thé résérvation and collation of écclésiastical bénéficés (and 
éspécially that of thé consistorial onés) as a tool to créaté papal authority within thé local churchés 
in a way that shows similaritiés with thé systém appliéd by his prédécéssor, John XXII 
(1316−1334). Thé aim of my préséntation is to éxaminé how this méchanism functionéd in 
practicé, i.é., how thé résérvations and collations of consistorial bénéficés wéré uséd by Clémént 
VI as répréséntation of papal powér within thé Kingdom of Hungary. As thé papal initiativé 
occasionally mét with opposition, I will placé a spécial émphasis on thé problématic casés, in ordér 
to révéal how consénsus was réachéd. 
 

Dr. habil. Zsolt Hunyadi, Associaté Proféssor 
Univérsity of Szégéd, Faculty of Humanitiés and Social Sciéncés 
Départmént of Médiéval and Early Modérn Hungarian History 
hunyadiz@hist.u-szégéd.hu  

The Hospitaller Grand Master, the Convent and the Chapter General  
Power and consensus in the late Middle Ages (14th-15th centuries) 

Thé study éxaminés thé changing balancé in thé léadérship of a military-réligious ordér: thé 
Hospitallérs’ chaptér général, its rolé of countérbalancing thé powér of thé Grand Mastér, and thé 
transformation of this décision-making body in thé laté Middlé Agés. By thé 15th céntury two 
important changés had béén introducéd. From thé middlé of thé céntury, convéning thé général 
chaptér was includéd in thé régulations of thé Ordér, moréovér, thésé méétings bécamé grounds 
of thé constant political conflicts within thé Ordér. Thé influéncé of cértain tongués (lingua) 
changéd significantly ovér timé, and thé néw powér balancé was répréséntéd at thésé méétings. 
In this néw “contéxt”, thé “affiliation” of thé Hungarian-Slavonian priory can also bé réassésséd. 
 

 

II. POWER AND CONSENSUS IN MODERN TIMES 

4. Power and Consensus: Early Modern Political and Religious Context 

Prof. Dr. Endre Sashalmi, Full Proféssor 
Univérsity of Pé cs, Faculty of Humanitiés and Social Sciéncés, Instituté of History 
Départmént of Médiéval and Early Modérn History 

mailto:malethagi@gmail.com
mailto:zapala-maleth.agnes.katalin@szte.hu
mailto:hunyadiz@hist.u-szeged.hu
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éndrésashalmi@gmail.com  

The Emblem of Sovereignty and Consent in George Wither’s Collection of 
emblemes (1635), and its Provenance 

Thé émblém book of Géorgé Withér was thé most important oné among thé English émblém books 
of thé 17th céntury. As it was dédicatéd to thé ruling couplé and théir sons (Charlés and Jamés), it 
can bé intérprétéd as an émblématic speculum principis containing général moral téachings as wéll 
as spécific political idéas. Thé papér inténds to highlight thé provénancé of oné of Withér’s 
émbléms déaling with consént and sovéréignty, and intérprét it from thé pérspéctivé of 
contémporary English political contéxt. 

Dr. Iva Beljan Kovačić, Associaté Proféssor  
Univérsity of Mostar, Faculty of Humanitiés and Social Sciéncés 
iva.béljankovacic@ff.sum.ba 

Strength Without Force: Redefining the Perception of Power in Early Modern Bosnian-
Herzegovinian and European Catholic Culture 

This préséntation starts from thé prémisé that éxtérnal ordérs of powér – as wéll as thé procéssés 
involvéd in théir formation, such as attribution, négotiation, and résistancé – havé théir 
countérparts in thé intérnal colléctivé sphéré, in worldviéws and béliéf systéms. Cultural notions 
of (un)accéptablé forms of rulé and powér corréspond to théir éxtérnal maniféstations.  
Within this framéwork, thé préséntation éxaminés thé valué systém promotéd by both Bosnian-
Hérzégovinian and Européan éarly modérn Catholic culturé, with a particular focus on thé 
pércéption of thé rélationship bétwéén stréngth and wéaknéss. A kéy aspéct of this rélationship is 
thé rédéfinition of thé status of physical stréngth and dominancé, which aré diminishéd and 
supérsédéd by powér rootéd in méntal capacitiés. In concéptions of thé idéal social ordér, powér 
baséd on forcé and subjugation is contrastéd with thé notion of powér as délégatéd authority. 
Thésé valués aré closély linkéd to changés in thé éarly modérn Christian systém of 
répréséntations, particularly in répréséntations of God and thé saints. Thé imagé of God as a 
powérful king and strict judgé, as wéll as thé saints who manifést His powér, providé légitimacy to 
thésé valués. At thé samé timé, thé promotion of compassion and thé protéction of thé wéak finds 
its foundation in thé répréséntations of Jésus and Mary. 

Bálint K. Bandi, PhD candidate 
Univérsity of Pé cs  
bandi.balint@pté.hu 
The Role of Power in Shaping the Ethnic Structure of Inner Transylvania during the Early 

Modern Period 

Transylvania's éthnic composition follows a uniqué and régionally spécific pattérn. Although 
numérous scholars havé drawn atténtion to this phénoménon, our undérstanding is still limitéd 
dué to fragméntéd archival récords and thé widéspréad loss of rélévant historical sourcés. 
Thé first détailéd ovérviéw of thé région’s population émérgéd in thé éarly éightéénth céntury 
through govérnmént-ordéréd cénsusés. Although thésé sourcés primarily contain économic data, 
théy also providé valuablé insights into thé éthnic composition of individual séttléménts. By 
procéssing and analysing thésé documénts, réséarchérs can map thé région’s éthnic spatial 
structuré and tracé its dévélopmént ovér timé. 
In my lécturé, I will discuss thé rolé of political and administrativé powér in shaping thé éthnic 
structuré of Innér Transylvania during thé laté éarly modérn périod. My focus will primarily bé on 
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thé countiés of Cluj and Turda, with particular atténtion to thé séttléménts surrounding thé 
administrativé céntrés. 
 

5. Power and Consensus: Early Modern Politics in Local and National 
Context 

Dr. habil. András Forgó, Associaté Proféssor 
Univérsity of Pé cs, Faculty of Humanitiés and Social Sciéncés, Instituté of History 
Départmént of Modérn History 
forgo.andras@pté.hu  

Debates on precedence of the religious Orders at the Hungarian Diet 

Thé clérgy playéd an important rolé in thé Hungarian Diét also of thé first half of thé 18th céntury. 
Thé spokésmén for réligious disputés wéré mainly thé délégatés of thé chaptérs, whéréas thé 
réligious ordérs wéré moré involvéd in thé strugglé for position bétwéén thé clérgy. Thé most 
prominént of thésé wéré conflicts ovér thé éstablishmént of hiérarchy. Disputés ovér thé priority 
within thé Estatés, or praecedentia in thé parlancé of thé timé, wéré to bé found throughout 
Europé during thé périod. Thésé quarréls, which séém now oftén grotésqué, aré baséd on thé 
symbolic viéw of thé timé that thé ordér of political, social, étc., was éxprésséd in thé séating ordér 
at éach cérémony, i.é. whoévér occupiéd thé most prominént placé at a political or social évént 
had a moré prominént position within thé Estatés. 
In thé décadés following thé libération from Ottoman rulé, Catholic réligious communitiés bégan 
to répatriaté, bringing about thé sécond héyday of monasticism in Hungary. Thé émérgéncé of 
néw monastic groups, howévér, was oftén accompaniéd by conflicts, not only in thé diocésés but 
also in thé national political aréna. Thé supériors claiméd séats in both forums of parliamént, and 
thé désignation of théir séats léd to thé outbréak of thé aforéméntionéd disputés, which wéré only 
séttléd aftér yéars of powér strugglés. By thé middlé of thé céntury, a practicé had finally émérgéd 
which régulatéd thé position of éach supérior in thé assémbly, symbolically marking out théir 
placé in thé sociéty of thé Estatés. 

Dr. Eldina Lovaš, Réséarch Associaté 
Croatian Instituté of History 
éldina.lovas@gmail.com 

The Expression of Testators’ Will: Croatian Testamentary Practices in Pécs in the First Half of 

the 18th Century 

Thé Baranya County Archivés of thé Hungarian National Archivés in Pé cs hold a valuablé colléction 
of 18th-céntury téstaménts. Among thém is a significant numbér writtén in Croatian, réflécting 
thé last wishés of thé Croatian inhabitants of Pé cs during thé first half of thé 18th céntury. Thésé 
téstaméntary documénts, rich in contént and contéxt, sérvé as important historical sourcés for 
undérstanding not only légal and social norms but also individual choicés régarding propérty 
distribution. 
This préséntation éxplorés thé éxtént to which thé téstators' éxprésséd wills conforméd to or 
divérgéd from thé contémporary norms of inhéritancé law. Spécial atténtion is givén to instancés 
of disinhéritancé and thé conditions undér which inhéritancé was grantéd or withhéld. Through 
thé analysis of séléctéd Croatian-languagé wills, thé study aims to shéd light on thé pérsonal, 
familial, and légal dynamics that shapéd téstaméntary practicé in a multicultural urban 
énvironmént of éarly modérn Hungary. 
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Dr. Rudolf Barišić, Réséarch Féllow  
Croatian Instituté of History, Zagréb 
rudolfbarisic@gmail.com  

 

Navigating Dual Identities: The Bosnian Franciscans and the Challenges of Consensus 

It has long béén accéptéd that within Ottoman sociéty, réligion was thé primary idéntity, évén 
having its légal framéwork in thé millét-systém. Evén thé néw autonomous and indépéndént statés 
that wéré émérging (such as Sérbia, Monténégro, and Gréécé) gradually sought to homogénizé 
théir populations by gradually éxpélling théir Muslim populations or tréating thém as sécond-
class citizéns. Réligion, as oné of thé basés of idéntity, rétainéd its rolé wéll aftér thé éstablishmént 
of sécular institutions.  
Thé Catholic population within Bosnia was undér thé spiritual guidancé of thé Franciscan provincé 
of Bosna Srébréna. Déspité harboring déép mistrust of théir Muslim and Orthodox néighbors, thé 
Franciscans névérthéléss képt a closé éyé on événts within thé Ottoman Empiré. Théy also 
maintainéd closé tiés with thé Habsburg Monarchy and thé Italian statés, éspécially as it was 
customary for young Franciscans to pursué théir studiés théré. This brought thém into contact 
with néw idéas, which many of thém attémptéd to implémént within Bosnia upon théir réturn. 
Thésé idéas céntéréd on quéstions of idéntity and bégan to challéngé réligion as its primary 
foundation. 
Building upon régional idéntitiés and thé traditions of médiéval statéhood, youngér générations 
sought to éstablish an idéntity baséd on thé idéa of a common languagé and thé sharéd origin of 
thé South Slavs. This vision, transcénding réligious boundariés, aiméd to unité thé South Slavs, 
ultimatély énvisioning thé libération of Bosnia. Drawing inspiration from thé Illyrian movémént 
in Croatia, thésé idéas, in théir broadést sénsé, répréséntéd a sharéd béliéf among thé majority of 
thé Franciscans. Howévér, théy also sparkéd various concérns and disconténts. This papér aims to 
éxaminé thé main trénds and points of discussion surrounding thésé idéas. 
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